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Vermont Mountain Bike Trails get $154,000
in Stimulus Money
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The United States Forest Service, through its partnerships with the Vermont Mountain Bike
Association and the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps, will be allocating $154,000 towards
trail improvement activities that will include developing increased mountain bike access in the
Green Mountain National Forest.

The funds, being allocated through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, will be used
to create a nine-mile loop trail called the Chandler Ridge-Leicester Hollow Loop Trail, which
will begin and end at the Silver Lake Campground in Goshen. This trail work will take place in
the popular Moosalamoo National Recreation Area, a congressionally designated area within the
National Forest. The trail will also be accessible from the Blueberry Hill Ski Center in Goshen
and from Branbury State Park. VMBA will provide the on-the-ground project management and
oversight of VYCC trail crews for 22 weeks this year to perform the rigorous work of building
mountain bike trails.

“The Forest Service is enhancing mountain biking opportunities where it is sustainable and
compatible with other activities. Diversifying recreation opportunities increases public use of
federal land; engages our youth in enjoying the outdoors; and helps drive economic activity,”
said Holly Knox, Green Mountain National Forest’s Northern Zone Trails Coordinator.

"We have been partnering with the USFES for three years on this project—we saw good progress
in 2010, through the hard work of VYCC crews, and we are delighted with this funding
allocation for 2011,” said Patrick Kell, executive director of VMBA. “We expect to see the
Chandler Ridge-Leicester Hollow Loop Trail completed or close to it, by fall 2011. A big thanks
to the USFS for their vision in developing this trail.”

The new trail will offer a popular and unique destination, due to the combination of trail sections
along the shore of Silver Lake, a ridgeline trail with panoramic western vistas on Chandler
Ridge, lush vegetation and fascinating geology in Leicester Hollow, and camping facilities at
Silver Lake campground, with access from Branbury State Park.

Megan Smith, commissioner at the Vermont Department of Tourism, said, "Mountain bike
tourism is the perfect fit for our Vermont Brand. It encompasses the use of our natural landscape
while promoting good health and family fun. As we expand our venues for mountain biking we
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will be contributing to local economies in areas that might not have already had a focus on
outdoor recreation therefore bringing in new types of business."

The tourism industry has been one of the more consistent economic drivers in the state during the
recent economic downturn. Visitors to the state provide a great deal of tax revenue as well as

support small business throughout Vermont.

For more information, visit www.vmba.org.




